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This booklet belongs to : Flintshire Neighbourhood Watch Association 
 
Name of group:  Pen-Y 
 
Address:  Flintshire Neighbourhood Watch 
        c/o Mold Police Station 
        King Street  
        Mold 
                   Flintshire 
                   CH7 1EF 
 
Telephone number : 01352 707545 
 
 
Leading Young People : Hannah Griffiths & Shane Ellis 
 
 
Number of Young people involved:  8 
 
Start date:  August 2006 
 
Name and ages of your group:  
 
Hannah Griffiths          16 
Shane Ellis        14  
Chelsea-May Lloyd     15 
Carly Jenkins       15 
Joshua Lloyd                14 
Connah Johnston        15 
Eleri Jones                    15 
Mike Shaw                     14    
 
Who are you working with? 
 
We are working with: 
o Flintshire Neighbourhood Watch 
o North Wales Police 
o Community Beat Managers & Police Community Support Officers 
o North Wales Fire & Rescue Service 
o Neighbourhood Wardens 
o Councillors 
o Penyffordd Community Action Group 



Background to the project  
 
During 2006 the village had been suffering from a series of serious arson attacks 
and anti-social behaviour problems. Fear in this community especially with older 
residents was very high. 
 
A number of residents experienced attacks on their homes and anti-social 
behaviour was on the increase. Elderly and vulnerable residents were becoming 
frightened and concerned about going out at night and matters were getting out 
of control. These matters were raised by the community at the Neighbourhood 
Policing Panels. 
 
To support this neighbourhood, Flintshire Neighbourhood Watch Association 
worked with the local Community Beat Manager, Ian Millington, and the 
Community Council & local residents group to help a group of young people who 
felt that matters had gone too far and something needed to be done. Funding for 
the project was agreed with matched funding of £500 from Crimebeat 
money funded by Welsh Assembly to Flintshire Neighbourhood Watch 
Association FACT programme enabled them to support this community. 
 
Eight young people from the village aged between 13 and 16 received training 
and support from Neighbourhood Watch & they delivered a series of 
presentations on door-stop crime in the local Institute and youth Centre, they also 
visited residents in their homes demonstrating the use of “target-hardening” 
equipment such as letter box guards, UV marking pens and personal attack 
alarms. 
 
Pen Y Crew worked with Neighbourhood Watch the local Police and Fire Service 
to deliver presentations. The project has been successful in not only helping the 
older and vulnerable residents of the village, but at the same time built bridges 
between young and old and enabling young people to engage with all members 
of the community regardless of age. They are continuing their voluntary work and 
this is supportive of Safer Neighbourhoods in Penyffordd it has also reduced anti 
social behaviour problems. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
How much money have you spent and what on? 
 
£500 from Crimebeat & £500 from Flintshire Neighbourhood Watch has been 
spent on: 
 
�  Publicity (posters advertising the event etc) 
�  Target Hardening Equipment 
 
The Target Hardening Equipment we provided: 
o Letterbox guards – aimed at reducing crime through the hook and cane 

method but are seen as especially reassuring during the Halloween and 
Bonfire period. 

o Sneak alarms  
o Personal alarms and attachments 
o UV Marking Pens 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personal Alarms   UV Markers      Sneak Alarms 
 
 
 
Can you think of any additional help that would hav e assisted you? 
 
Because of the success of the project, further funding would be of great 
assistance so that we could produce educational leaflets and tools that we could 
provide to the residents that were not able to attend the presentations. 
 
How is your project going? 
 
Our project was only scheduled and funded to run for 3 months until the end on 
October 2006. As the project was a great success and we had brilliant feedback, 
we hope that in the future we can further this project in our area, or pass on our 
skills to other young people in Flintshire so that they can do similar projects in 
their area. 
 
 
 



Do you feel that this project was successful? 
 
Yes we believe that our project was extremely successful and has benefited 
many of the residents of Penyffordd by improving their property and personal 
safety, and reducing their fear of crime. 
 
 
What do you think you have achieved? 
 
We believe that we have: 
o Improved the relationship between the younger and older residents 
          in our community as they no longer see us as a threat. 
o The residents feel less fearful in their homes and community 
o We young people have learned new skills such as public speaking 
 
Approximately how many people have benefited from y our project? 
 
Approximately over 150 people from Penyffordd have benefited from our project. 
The Young People of Penyffordd have also benefited from the positive impact it 
has had on their relationships with their local residents. 
 

 
 
 
 

Some Residents that benefited 



Quotes from the Newspaper  
 
 “Young lead the way in security initiative. Young People get plenty of bad 
publicity for their behaviour, so much so that a generation of older people fear 
and dislike them, a fear and dislike only dispersed by personal, friendly contact. 
That’s what villagers have in Penyffordd when they were terrified of arson attacks 
following incidents of Arson on people’s homes” 

 
Quotes from the community  

 
I really enjoyed the presentation and found the information very useful. I look 
forward to the next one and will let others know of its value….Resident aged 74  

 
I think what the young people are doing is brilliant as they have given their rime 
and efforts to help within their community. Let’s get more young people on board; 
I will encourage others to attend events like this….   Resident 
aged 69 
 
The young people were very obliging and pleasant a good presentation…
 Resident aged 70 
 
It is very pleasing that the young people from our village are prepared to take 
positive steps to support people in the community. This is a new development 
that should be highly recommended and made an example of… 
 Resident & County Councillor Tom Jones 
 
I am delighted that the young people are so dedicated to this project. It is nice to 
see that bridges have been built between the young & older residents in our 
community. Taking part at an early age in community activities helps to improve 
community cohesion & re-establish values. This initiative was carried out in good 
spirit & I hope their good work continues. The young people are misunderstood 
but they are just as much a part of this community as I am… 

Resident & Councillor Colin Bithell 
 
The young people are very good & we appreciate & value the time they have 
take to help us. It’s a shame some young people generate negative views which 
are cast upon all other young people that actually do good….  Resident Mrs 
Berry over 80 years 
 
Fantastic initiative as it is what the area really needs. Really worthwhile as it 
helped the residents concerns and fears…. Police Community Support 
Officer Tracy Parry North Wales Police 
 
It is a great example of young people going out and organising a community 
event by their own initiative. Flintshire Neighbourhood Watch Association have 
been absolutely pivotal to giving the guidance and support needed…. 
 Territorial Inspector Mark Pierce North Wales Police 
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An initiative of the High Sheriff of Clwyd  

 
 
 

PEN Y CREW – ARSON REASSURANCE 
INITIATIVE 

 

Flintshire Neighbourhood Watch Association  
ANOTHER 

Youth & Community initiative supporting  
SAFER NEIGHBOURS 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 of 2 Community based Projects based in 
Penyffordd developed from 

 Neighbourhood Policing Programme 

CRIMEBEAT REGIONAL AWARD 
WINNER  

Going forward to the National 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The High Sheriff of Clwyd’s Annual Crimebeat Award  
22nd March 2006, 6.15pm – 8.00pm at Mold Crown Court  
 
 
Dear,  
 
I have great pleasure in inviting you to attend the presentation of the High Sheriff of 
Clwyd’s Annual Crimebeat Award. 
 
As you may already know, Crimebeat offers grants to young people who believe that if  
they had an opportunity to use their energy and imagination to develop specific initiatives 
that they could then help to reduce crime, and/or increase awareness of  personal 
safety. 
 
Over the past four years Clwyd Crimebeat has been able to support over 50 initiatives 
involving over 3,000 young people. Grants have totaled over £21,000.  
 
This year the winners are the young people of the Pen-Y-Crew project. A group of ten 
young people (working with Flintshire Neighbourhood Watch in the village of Penyffordd) 
held a series of community safety workshops in their local village hall. Their objective 
was to offer personal safety advice to elderly and vulnerable residents following a series 
of arson attacks and anti-social behaviour incidents in the village. These workshops 
proved so successful with the local community that Clwyd Crimebeat decided to 
recognise their work with its Annual Crimebeat Award. 
 
The presentation ceremony will begin at 6.45pm and afterwards there will be a 
reception, with refreshments, at which you will have the opportunity to meet the winning 
project group together with other guests from the public, private and voluntary sectors. 
 
I do hope that you are able to attend the Award Evening and see for yourself the 
valuable work that our young people are doing in their communities. I look forward to 
welcoming you on the evening. 
 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
Sue Hudson 
High Sheriff of Clwyd 
 
 
 
 



The Awards Ceremony 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Receiving our Award 

Meeting the High Sheriff 

Celebrating! 

Our Presentation With our Certificates 

Our Guests 



Other Projects in our area  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Sounding Event – June 2006  
 

We carried out a community sounding event around Penyffordd to find out what 
facilities the residents already think exists, and what facilities Penyffordd needs. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Car boot sale – 6 th August 2006  

 
Fundraising Event – 30 th September 2006  

 
We held a car boot sale and a fundraising event with the help of Pen-Y so that 

we could raise funds for Youth facilities in our area. 
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